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On the behavior of Trigonocidaridae sea urchin, Prionechinus forbesianus
in the aquarium
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ABSTRACT

Prionechinus forbesianus (A. Agassiz, 1881) is distributed in the south of Honshu, Japan, at depths
more than 260 m. This species is found on sunken wood, and is known to be xylophagous. Behavior
of this species in the field was not clear, but an unique behavior that two individuals overlapped
vertically was observed in the aquarium. In the case of overlapping, the upper specimens were always
male and the lower were female. The shell diameter of male was 8.13 mm on average, the shell
diameter of female was 13.93 mm on average. This species is known to possess marked sexual
dimorphism in the gonopore size and position, and a difference in body size between male and female
is also suggested.
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2015/2/13 7 3 86%
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